
Exploring issues of theology and ethics through film  

with Unitarian Universalist youth 

Popcorn Theology is an 18 session curriculum built around 

popular movies on issues of theological and ethical relevance 

to Unitarian Universalist youth.  

All movies are PG or PG-13 to accommodate middle school 

youth as well as high school youth. 

Sessions can be done in a one-hour format using an excerpt 

of the video or as extended sessions showing the entire film 

for Movie Nights or Overnight programs. 

Each session includes at least one activity designed to build 

upon the issues raised in the movie, with ideas for expand-

ing the learning experience if used in a Movie Night or Over-

night format. 

The cost is $50 for 

one hard copy,              

$40 for additional 

copies,                    

$70 for a burned CD, 

and $90 for both a CD 

and one hard copy. 

Written by Michelle 

Richards, co-author of     

Compass Points and  

author of Come In to 

the Circle: Worshiping 

with Children 

How our choices affect 

our lives and the lives of 

others … 

How truth and meaning 

may be a  matter of   

perspective ... 

How the right of con-

science calls us to do 

what’s right … 

How our faith can help 

us seek answers to our 

questions … 



Back to the Future (how our choices affect the future) 

Star Trek Generations  (finding inner peace) 

Forrest Gump  (cultivating an attitude of gratitude) 

Saved! (the middle ground between right and wrong) 

Little Buddha  (concept of karma) 

Star Trek V: The Final Frontier (how truth is determined  

    by perspective) 

Oh, God! (thinking about the big questions) 

Bruce Almighty  (things we have control over and those  

  we do not) 

Heaven Can Wait  (concept of a soul) 

Contact (the conflict between faith and science) 

Bowling for Columbine (fear and violence in society) 

Hotel Rwanda  (how inaction leads to injustice) 

Jurassic Park  (ethics and scientific advancement) 

Dances with Wolves  (being open to "the other") 

Willow  (overcoming self doubt) 

Lord of the Rings: Fellowship of the Ring                    

 (overcoming temptation) 

Hoosiers  (offering forgiveness) 

Field of Dreams  (achieving our dreams) 

To request a sample session and table of contents, 

Email the author at: 

Richards.michelle@verizon.net 

Movies are not included 

with this curriculum, but 

must be obtained for use 

with Popcorn Theology.  

All of these films are 

available on both VHS 

and DVD formats and 

many are available 

through local public     

libraries for free. 



Order Form 

 

Name:   __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Congregation: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: (where curriculum should be sent)  

 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Email:   _____________________________________________________________ 

 

  Number of hard copies: ________  Number of CDs: _________ 

 

(cost is $50 for one, $40 for additional copies, $70 for CD, $90 for both CD and one hard copy) 

 

                cost:  _____________ 

   

        Shipping & Handling: (additional $5):  _____________ 

 

               Total: _____________ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Make check payable to Michelle Richards and mail to: 

Shancar Publications 

1518 Greenbrier Drive 

Elkhart, IN 46514 

please allow 2 -3 weeks for delivery 


